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Types of intellectual property



Trade secrets
Trade secret basics:

• Protects commercially valuable proprietary information, e.g., formulas or 
business information that gives a competitive advantage

• Trade secrets are not generally known and must be subject to 
reasonable efforts to preserve confidentiality

Common ways to lose a trade secret:
• Failure to take adequate steps to prevent disclosure
• Owner or owner-authorized disclosure
• Reverse engineering
• Independent development



What are the risks of disclosure?
• What can I say before 

filing?

• When do I know I’ve said 
too much?

• Disclosure vs. sale
(e.g., Crowdfunding campaigns)

• Can’t I just keep it secret?

Examples of public disclosure:
• displaying your invention 

at a trade show
• posting your invention 

on the internet
• offering to sell your invention
• a description of your invention 

in a newspaper or journal article 
• publicly demonstrating 

your invention



USC most cited patents

Source: https://datatool.patentsview.org/#search



USC-assigned most cited patent



Recently granted patent assigned to USC



USC assigned patent



USC Assigned Patents by technology classification (3576 Patents Granted)



USC Assigned Patents by technology classification (3576 Patents Granted)



USC trademark examples

97055892 97206265 90838408

90761977 90760966 90301696

90301682 90320160 90110141

88896325 8890795188266120



National Inventors Hall of Fame: 
Collegiate Inventors Competition



NIHF| Introduction

• Cofounded in 1973 by USPTO

• Nonprofit based in North Canton, OH

• $34 million in revenues

• 160 employees

• 2000 philanthropic partners



NIHF| Partnership Agreement

• $6 million joint agreement

• USPTO’s largest outreach 
partnership

• USPTO provides $4 million cash 
& in-kind

• NIHF must match funds

• Recognition Programs

• Annual induction in May

• Museum in HQ

• STEM & IP education programs

• PreK-12 nationwide

• 180,000 children annually

• 22,000 teachers trained annually

• Collegiate Inventors Competition

• Nationwide 
graduate/undergraduate

• Ceremony at USPTO HQ



NIHF| Inductees to NIHF

• Must hold U.S. Patent and 
significantly contribute to 
nation’s welfare

• Over 600 inductees 

• Induction held annually in 
May in Washington, DC

• Featured in NIHF 
Museum 

• Integrated into all aspects 
of program offerings



NIHF| PreK-12 Education Programs



NIHF| Collegiate Inventors Competition

• Graduate and undergraduate invention 
competition

• Judging and ceremony at USPTO in fall

• Marketed at over 1000 universities

• Developed in 1990

• Finalists judged by experts, including 
inductees and IP professionals

• Awards $100,000 in prizes annually

• Over $1 million awarded since inception

• Winners also receive acceleration 
certificates



NIHF| 2022 CIC is now accepting applications

• Any part- or full-time undergrad or 
graduate student enrolled in U.S. college 
or university

• Individuals or teams of up to 4

• Inventions from all fields: Original idea 
that has not yet been made available to 
public or patented for more than a year

• Final round of judging and awards will 
take place in October

• Apply by June 7

• www.invent.org/collegiate-inventors

“The community that this competition is 
fostering between the Finalists and judges 
is awesome. There is so much creativity 
brought this event and it’s cool to learn 
about the experiences other inventors have 
had.” 

–Elizabeth B., 2018 Finalist

“To come to the Collegiate Inventors 
Competition and meet all the inventors 
who have had a significant impact on 
society is truly inspiring.” 

–Lia W., 2019 Finalist 

https://www.invent.org/collegiate-inventors


NIHF| Collegiate Inventors Competition



Becoming a patent examiner
Qualifications



Employment requirements
• U.S. citizen or U.S. National

• Bachelor’s degree or 
combination of education and 
experience

• Relocate to Washington, D.C. 
metro area/or a regional office

Apply at: USPTO.usajobs.gov/



Patent examiner skill set
• Strong technical background

• Analytical and research oriented
• Excellent written and oral 

communication skills
• Ability to independently 

manage time
• Ability to make decisions

• Strong attention to detail
• Professional and collegial
• Flexible and adaptive
• Self-motivated



Benefits of being a patent examiner
• Patent Training Academy/in-house 

technical/legal training

• Non-competitive promotions to GS-13

• Height-Adjustable Desks

• Reasonable Accommodations

• Flexible work schedules

• Optional overtime (dependent upon funding 
availability)

• Telework opportunities (time and grade 
eligibility required)

• Competitive salary (special pay rate)

• Training and Mentorship opportunities 
(e.g., Leadership Development Program)

• Affinity Groups: Society of Women Engineers, 
National Society of Black Engineers, Society of 
Hispanic Professional Engineers, PTO Society, 
Asian-Pacific American Network, etc. 

• Annual and quarterly performance awards

• Law School Tuition Reimbursement Program 
(dependent upon funding availability)

• Advanced Technical Degree Tuition 
Reimbursement Program 

• Thrift Savings Program (TSP): Federal 
employee version of the 401K with up to 5% 
matching)

• Pension annuity that vests after 
5 years of service 



Thank You
Western Regional USPTO

SiliconValley@USPTO.GOV
(408) 918-9900

www.uspto.gov/SiliconValley
www.facebook.com/uspto.gov

www.youtube.com/USPTOvideo/

mailto:TexasRegionalOffice@USPTO.GOV
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